10.21 SETTLEMENT INSETS — WILLITON

Policy Profile

Settlement Classification: Rural Centre (SP/1)
Landscape Conservation:
Landscape Character Area:  Central West Somerset® (LC/3)

Location and Character

10.21.1 Williton is located 1.5 miles south of Watchet It has grown about the junction of
the A39 Bridgwater to Minehead road and the A358 from Taunton. The village,
the largest in the Plan area, is situated on a relatively flat site in the valley
occupied by Doniford Stream, Land to the north, west and south of the settlement
gradually rises to form part of the Landscape Character Area of Central West
Somerset® and, to the east, the Central Quantocks,® and agricultural land of
varying quality surrounds the village on all sides. At times the highway network is
placed under considerable strain, particularly during the holiday season. Both the
A39 and A358 are fairly narrow, winding roads with shops and buildings fronting
directly onto them as they pass through Williton.*

Settlement Policy

10.21.2 Policy SP/1 identifies Williton as being a Rural Centre® and focal point-for selective
development and economic and social activity. Nevertheless, there is no
presumption in favour of significant growth and it is accepted that a centre
because of various physical and policy constraints is not equally suited to all types of
development. Williton is the larger of the Plan area's two Rural Centres, and this is
reinforced by the wide range of services it offers. The Local Planning Authority
proposes, where possible, to sustain and develop those amenities which are
available.

Population and Housing

10.21.3 Williton has experienced a significant growth in its population since the 1930s. At
the time of 2001 Census a total of 2,574 persons were resident in the Parish.°
Despite a levelling out, and possibly a small decrease, in the population the
number of households continues to rise as a result of a fall in average household
size. Much of the recent development in the village has taken the form of large

1 WS Atkins South West; West Somerset Landscape Character Assessment; West Somerset District
Council; 1999

% ibid.

® ibid.

* Somerset County Council; Delivering Integration: The Local Transport Plan for Somerset 2001 — 2006;
W.S. Atkins; 2001 (and successor documents)

®> Somerset County Council and Exmoor National Park Authority; Somerset and Exmoor National Park Joint
Structure Plan Review — Adopted April 2000; Somerset County Council; 2001; ISBN 0 861 83357 0

® Office for National Statistics; 2001 Census: Neighbourhood Statistics — West Somerset; ONS; 2004
(data-set)
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10.21.4

10.21.5

estates which have consolidated the existing pattern of arterial development. The
estates are composed of high density housing, however, in some areas, more
consideration has been given to the visual texture of building materials and
planting has been used to give an increased sense of space.

Only a modest amount of new residential development is required in the Plan
area, the majority of which is proposed to be directed to Minehead. In accordance
with the Plan's objective of achieving sustainable development, it is considered
that further development should be located in Williton which would also reinforce
its role as a Rural Centre. However, there are a number of constraints to further
peripheral expansion, particularly high-grade agricultural land.’

Two sites have been identified for residential development in the village. Land to
the rear of North Street, Site 3, will provide 20 units (see Policy H/l) on the
residual allocation area where site assembly may result in development
proceeding in the latter part of the Plan period.

Employment

10.21.6

As a Rural Centre, Williton is the service centre for surrounding villages and
farms. In addition, it is the administrative centre for West Somerset. Located on the
north eastern edge of the village is Roughmoor Industrial Estate which
established itself in the late 1960s. A significant number of existing units are
occupied and house businesses with interests in building construction,
engineering, haulage, and office supplies for example. There are some vacant
plots but in order to satisfy the projected need for land for business in the Plan
area, additional land is allocated to the north of the existing estate (see Policy
E/l). A varied service-base of retail businesses, professional services and District
Council Offices also contribute towards local employment in the village centre.

Shops and Services

10.21.7

10.21.8

The types of shops trading in Williton reflect, in part, its historical role as a service
centre for the agricultural hinterland. Not only does it offer a high amount of low
order goods, such as food-stuffs, for a settlement of its size but it has other
speciality shops. The towns of Minehead, Taunton and Bridgwater are seen to
pull expenditure from the village. In terms of convenience expenditure about
58% from residents of Watchet and Williton area is in Minehead and in
comparison 23% in the two settlements.®

It should be noted that the selection of Rural Centres was undertaken in order to
complement the pattern of these Towns and to ensure that a majority of the
county's population would enjoy reasonable access to a good range of amenities.

" Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food; Agricultural Land Classification of England and Wales;
Ministry of Agriculture Fisheries and Food; 1988

8 Donaldsons LLP; West Somerset Retail and Town Centre Study: Final Report: West Somerset District
Council; 2005
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10.21.9 The Local Planning Authority has no direct influence over the investment
decisions of retailers. Nonetheless it will attempt to foster and encourage the
retention of existing levels of shopping provision in order to maintain Wiliiton's
status as a Rural Centre.

10.21.10 Williton's services include a post office, various financial institutions, library, health
centre, hospital, fire station, police sub-station, first and middle schools, two
Churches and a good amount of playing fields and amenity open space. Local
Plan Policies R/3 and R/5, and Structure Plan Review Policy 39,° protect
important open spaces from development. These policies are applied for
example to the recreation ground, children's play areas and informal, often
incidental, open spaces throughout Williton.

Environment and Conservation

10.21.11 The character and environment of Williton are of good quality. It is set in the
Central West Somerset Character Area'® and bounded by Grade 1, 2 and, 3a
agriculture land with the best soils to the south and west.*! To the east there are
fine views of the Quantocks and from Tower Hill views extend as far as Wales
across the undulating farmland. Careful protection of surrounding open
countryside is considered to be a matter of great importance to the Local
Planning Authority.

10.21.12 The village does not have a designated Conservation Area,*? however, it contains
many Listed Buildings®® and several Scheduled Ancient Monuments
concentrated around the main roads. These include the Church which was enlarged
and restored in 1858, and Townsend House, the former workhouse, dating back to a
little earlier. Policies LB/1 and LB/2 set out criteria against which proposals affecting
listed buildings will be judged, and Policy AH/1 affords special protection to
Scheduled Ancient Monuments.

10.21.13 Historically, building materials in the village were red sandstone, sometimes
rendered, and brick. Roofing materials were slate and thatch. The Local Planning
Authority has given some thought to the design of new development in the Plan
area, and Policies BD1-BD/7 specifically deal with this issue.

10.21.14 Traffic and parking are seen as significant areas of concern by the local
community. A bypass has been proposed which it is hoped will relieve congestion
and remove heavy goods vehicles, the greatest generators of noise, vibration
and smoke within the settlement's core. However, it is unlikely to be constructed

° Somerset County Council and Exmoor National Park Authority; Somerset and Exmoor National Park Joint
Structure Plan Review — Adopted April 2000; op. cit.

WS Atkins South West; West Somerset Landscape Character Assessment; op. Cit.

! Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food; Agricultural Land Classification of England and Wales; op. cit.
2 H.M. Government; Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990, Chapter 9 (as
amended); HMSO; 1990; ISBN 0 10 540990 1

13 Department of the Environment; List of Buildings of Special Archetectural or Historic Interest: District of
West Somerset, Somerset (Parishes of Elworthy, Monksilver, Nettlecombe, Old Cleeve, Sampford Brett,
Stogumber and Williton) (as amended); Department of the Environment; 1984.

1 English Heritage; County List of Scheduled Monuments: Somerset; English Heritage; 1996
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within the Plan period and in the meantime the Local Planning Authority will look
to develop other traffic management schemes.* With regards to car parking, the
Local Planning Authority believes existing facilities to be adequate and that the

problem is in persuading people to use car parks rather than relying on limited on-
street parking.

10.21.15 There are a great number of trees, individual specimens and groups, in and
around the village which add to its character. Some are protected by Tree
Preservation Orders®® (see Policy TW/1), however, all should be given due
consideration in the future development of the village. In addition to formal public
footpaths there are numerous informal tracks used by pedestrians. These

increase permeability and people's choice of access, and their existence will be
maintained where possible.*’

! The scheme was re-appraised, along with others as part of a new system of transport planning introduced
with Local Transport Plans — see Para. 7.20. It was still being reviewed at the time of the adoption of the
Joint Structure Plan Review and is included in the West Somerset Strategic Access Route scheme referred
to in para. 7.41 (to Policy 55) of that document.

®* H.M. Government; Town and Country Planning Act 1990 Chapter 8 — Part VIIl (as amended and
associated secondary legislation); HMSO; 1990; ISBN 0 10 540890 5.

" H.M. Government; The Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000, Chapter 37 (as amended); H.M.S.O.
2000; ISBN 0 1- 5437000

WEST SOMERSET DISTRICT LOCAL PLAN — APRIL 2006
The Local Plan should be read as a whole. Proposals for development will be assessed
against all the relevant policies




— -
b A e ; i
. 3 WILLITON
“
au\.mrs = .... o,
3l >0,
° ol LM
<y %
v \
At un.a / e
3 ,...w & &
A“. o / 7
)
1
N N
SN
g N
\Y
S
L \ / ©
Al _ NAvt gl ,
a d e A 5 P .
° e A\ e w
SR 5 [\ : ]
o X Ay ¢ B ke ;. E
2 55
3 > i TL2El
N2 A0 5 ./
P > o a3 f
T NG '
5 \ )
~ o5 =] b
WEST SOMERSET DISTRICT = & [
LOCAL PLAN Reproduced frpm the Ordanande Survey maj S e w7 e
DEPOSIT DRAFT i ibsi &7 of Her Majesty’s SRR Y REATANE- SREBS "t
Stationery Office © Crown Copyright. (ad] &) &g M //.. z
Unauthorised reproduction infringes Crown copyright S
SCALE 1:5000 mm._.._._lm_smz.—‘ _<_>_U _/_Q. N._ and may lead to prosecution or civil proceedings




~sfmpaanoad e s oonmossoed o peay A pue gBuddo ) waeay ssfugon wenanporda pasopmu gy peaasae wReddeoy waoe o
TONGRD ¥ O AN AP TSy A 29030 SRS 5 Aasafipy S 10 2RI AR J0 wonssiad A s A2Ung a0urupany 2w paenpoaday

0008:1 2Eag

NOLITTIM

17 AVIA LASNI - 210V JIeH I pueT - (/3 Ad1jog) 2oeds uad Auawry Joury 39pRA
NOLITTIM ()17 ON uonedyipojy pasodoag



WATCHET
INSET MAP 19
Proposed Modification No 19(ii)
Delete Minor Amenity Open Space (Policy R/5) - Land at Penny Lea/Risdon Road

WATCHET



WATCHET

Proposed Modification No 19(iii INSET MAP 19
Amend Development Limit Line - Land at 11, Cherry Tree Way

WATCHET

Scale 1:5000
Feproduced from the Ordnance Survey with the permisson of the Controller of Her Majesty's Sationary office by WSDC under Licence No LA 086061,
 Crown Capatight reserved. Usathorsed reproduction infrmges Crown Coparight amd may lead to prosecutson of civil proceedings.















